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AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
TOWNSHIP, BERKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, A
(THIRTEENTH) EDITION OF THE BOCA NATION
CODE; ESTABLISHING MINIMUM REGULATIONS

ORDINANCE NO. 1997 - /

BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED by the Board
Marion Township,

Enacted and Ordained by the authority of the

Adoption of Building Code.
of Marion Township,
for the purpose of establishing rules and re
, alteration,

code known as
Edition, 1996", as published by the Building
Administrators International,
as are hereinafter deleted, modified, or .

(3) copies have been and are now filed in the
Marion Townsh

date on which
and structure
within the corporate limits of the Towaship o

Pennsylvania.

Amendments Made in Builc
hereby adopted is amended as follows.:

1. Section 101.1,
101.1.
Building Code

Pennsylvania,

Section 104.3, "Organization", is d
entirety.

Section 104.4,

104.4 Deputy:

B
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The B
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enlargement repair)
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a, hereby adopts,
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office of the
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orized to seek

egulations shall be known as the |




assistance f1
all the powes:
request or di

rom the Marion Township Engineer
rs of the code official during t
iring the temporary absence or 4

105.8, "Annual report'", is amen

who shall exercise
he period of such
isability of the code

ded to read as

official.
4, Section
follows

105.8 Annual report:

At least annually

the code official

r
shall submit to the Board of Supervisorks of Marion Township

a written statement of operations in th
shall be prescribed by such Board.
also provide a monthly report to the Bo

Marion Township.

105.9 Erosion Control Notification: The code official shall

The| code official shall

"Erosion Control Notification'", is

notify the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental

and the Berks County Conservation

District or its designee upon receipt of an application for
a Building Permit involving an earthmoving activity which

affects |[five acres or more of land.
The code official shall not issue a Buil
engaged in earthmoving activities requiz
until PennDEP has issued such Permit.

Section 105.10, "Flood Hazard Area Requirements',

105.10 Flood Hazard Area Requirements:

is added

The code official

shall not issue permits for the erection or alteration of
buildings and structures located or to be located within
areas of the Township regulated under the National Flood
Insurance Program Regulations unless or |luntil all of the
requirements of all Ordinances of Marion Township relating
to the criteria and requirements of the |National Flood

Insurance Program Regulations are met.

form and content as

ard of Supervisors of

lding Permit to those
ring a PennDEP Permit

5. Section 105.9,
added as follows:
Protection (PennDEP)
6.
as follows:
7. 105.11,

"Permits for Demolition or Constiruction Involving

Excavation' is added as follows:

105.11 Permits for Demolition or Constrdction Involving

Excavation:

The code official shall nol issue permits for

demolition or construction involving exdavation unless the

drawings show the approximate locations

and types of all

underground utilities and/or lines and the names and
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addresses of the users as required by A
Assembly, 1996.

105.12, "Permits for Stream Enclosure",
105.12 Permits for Stream Enclosure: T
shall not issue a permit which involves
stream enclosure unless and until the P
Department of Environmental Protection

enclosure, when PennDEP has jurisdictio
Regulations of the Department.

Section 107.1,
follows:

"Permit application", is

107.1 Permit application: An applicati
to the code official for the following
activities shall not commence without a
in accordance with Section 108.0.

Construct or alter a structure.
Construct an addition.
Demolish or move a structure.
Make a change of occupancy.
Install or alter any equipment whic
this code.
In all area within the 100-year f1
be shown on Federal Emergency Mana
Boundary and Floodway Maps for the
shall be required for any and all
improved or unimproved real estate
limited to buildings or other stru
of mobile homes, mining, dredging,
paving, excavation, and drilling,
reconstruction, or improvements of
of which equals or exceeds 50% of
the structure either (a) before th
repair is started, or (b) if the s
damaged, and is being
restored, before the damage occurr
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"Construction documents"
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waive the requirements for filing const
when the scope of the work is of a mino
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11.

quality of the material is essential for conformity to this
code, specific information shall be given to establish such
quality, and this code shall not be cited, or the term

"legal" or its equivalent used as a substitute for specific
information.

For all land within the 100-year flood boundary as may be
shown on Federal Emergency Management Agency Flood Boundary
and Floodway Maps for the Township, the| application shall
include a description of the constructipn practices and
methods and materials and utility equipment which will be
used during the course of proposed construction, repair,
and/or other physical improvements, eleyations for the 100-
year flood, the elevation in relation tp mean sea level of
the lowest floor (including basement) of the structures, a
statement of whether or not the structure will contain a
basement and, if the structure will be [floodproofed, the
elevation in relation to mean sea level| to which the
structure will be floodproofed. If aftpr completion of
construction the elevation of the lowest floor or the
elevation to which the structure was flpodproofed differs
from the elevation shown on the Building Permit Application,
revised elevations shall be provided by| the holder of the
Building Permit to the code official of| the Township upon
completion of construction, and prior tp the issuance of a
Certificate of Use and Occupancy when such certificate is
required. All such records as to elevation of the lowest
floors, the presence of a basement, and| the elevation of
floodproofing shall be maintained by the code official of
the Township and shall be available for|public inspection.

108.1, "Action on Application", is amended to read as
follows: '

108.1 Action on Application: The code official shall
examine or cause to be examined all applications for permits
and amendments thereto within a reasonable time after
filing. 1If the application or the construction documents do
not conform to the requirements of all pertinent laws, the
code official shall reject such application in writing,
stating the reasons therefor. If the code official is
satisfied that the proposed work conforms to the
requirements of this code and all laws and ordinances
applicable thereto, the code official shall issue a permit
therefor as soon as practicable.

For areas within the 100-year flood boundary as may be shown
on Federal Emergency Management Agency Flood Boundary and
Floodway Maps for the Township, the code official shall

4
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13
4.

1:5..

16.

review all permit application to assure| that:

a. All necessary permits have been reteived from
those governmental agencies from which approval is
required by applicable Federal or Btate Law.

b Proposed building sites will be reasonably safe from
flooding.
G All new construction, the placement of prefabricated

buildings and mobile homes, and substantial

improvements as defined in the National Flood Insurance |

Program Regulations (1) are designed (or modified) and
adequately anchored to prevent flotation, of the
building or structure, (2) are constructed with
materials and utility equipment resistant to flood
damage, and (3) are constructed by |methods and
practices that minimize flood damage.

Section 112.3.1, "Fee Schedule", is amended to read as
follows:

112.3.1 Fee Schedule: A fee for each plan examination,
building permit and inspection shall be paid in accordance
with the schedule of fees as established, from time to time,
by resolution of the Marion Township Board of Supervisors.

Section 112.4, "Accounting'", is deleted|in its entirety.
Section 112.5, "Refunds'", is deleted in |its entirety.

Section 113.2.2, "Plant inspection', is |deleted in its
entirety.

Section 114.0, "Professional Architectundal and Engineering
Services'", is deleted in its entirety.

Section 116.4, "Violation Penalties", ig amended to read as
follows:

116.4 Violation penalties: Any person who shall violate a
provision of this code or shall fail to comply with any of
the requirements thereof or who shall erect, construch,
alter or repair a building or structure |in violation of an
approved plan or directive of the code official, or of a
permit or certificate issued under the provisions of this
code, shall be liable to a fine and penallty not exceeding
$1,000.00 per violation which may be collected by suit or
Summary proceeding brought in the name of Marion Township

5
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before a District Justice. Upon judgment against any person |

by summary conviction, or by proceedingg

by summons on

default of the payment of the fine or penalty imposed and
the costs, the defendant may be sentenced to imprisonment
for a period not exceeding thirty days pr as otherwise

allowed by law for the punishment of su mary offenses. A

separate offense shall arise for each d Yy or portion thereof

in which a violation is found to exist or for each section

of this ordinance which is found to hav

Section 117.2, "Unlawful Continuance", is amended to read as

follows:

117.2 Unlawful continuance: Any perso
any work in or about the structure afte
with a stop work order, except such wor

been violated.

who shall continue
having been served
as that person is

directed to perform to remove a violation or unsafe

condition, shall be liable to a fine an

penalty not

exceeding $1,000.00 per violation which may be collected by
suit or summary proceeding brought in the name of Marion
Township before a District Justice. Upon judgment against
any person by summary conviction, or by |proceedings by

summons on default of the payment of th
imposed and the costs, the defendant ma

fine or penalty
be sentenced to

imprisonment for a period not to exceed thirty days or as
otherwise allowed by law for the punishment of summary

offenses. A separate offense shall aride for each day or
portion thereof in which a violation is found to exist or

for each section of this ordinance whicHh
been violated.

Section 121.2, "Membership of board", id
follows:

121.2 Membership of board: The board of

is found to have

amended to read as

appeals shall

consist of the Marion Township Board of |Supervisors.

Section 121.2:1; "Qualifications", is delleted in its
entirety.
Section 121.2.2, "Alternate members’, is| deleted in its

entirety.

Section 121.2.3, "Chairman'", is deleted lin its entirety.

Section 121.2.5, "Secretary", is deleted

Section 121.2.6, '"Compensation of memberk

its entirety.

in its entirety.

, is deleted in
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28.

29 .

30.

Section 121.3, '"Notice of meeting'", is|d
entirety.

Section 121.5, "Postponed hearing'", is de
entirety.

Section 121.6, '"Board decision", is dele
entirety.

Section 420.2, "Construction" is amended
420.2 Construction: The construction of

units shall conform to the standards esta
United States Department of Housing and (U

eleted in it

leted in its

ted in its

to read as follows:

residential mobile
blished by the
rban Development

and every mobile unit required to meet those standards shall |

bear the seal of the Department of Housin
Development.

Section 3102.4.3.1, "Wall signs" is amend
follows:

3102.4.3.1 wall signs: A permit shall not be required for a

sign painted on the surface of a fence dr
wall, or any nonilluminated wall sSign o
structure which is not more than 4 square
area.

Section 3102.4.3.2, "Sale or rent" is ame
follows:

A permit shall not be required for ground

g and Urban

ed to read as

approved building
a building or
feet (0.37m) in

nded to read as

signs erected to

announce the sale or rent of property, provided that such

signs are not more than 12 square feet (|1
are not illuminated.

Section 3102.4.3.5, "Projecting signs'" ik amended to read as

follows:

3102.4.3.5 Projecting signs: A permit shall not be required

for a projecting sign not exceeding
2 1/2 square feet (0.23m) of display surf
illuminated.

Section 3102.6.5, "Animated devices'", is
entirety.

Section 3102.7, "Ground signs'", is delete

.12m) in area and

ace if ‘it is not

deleted in its

d in its entirety.




Section 3102.8.3, '"Closed signs'", is delleted in its
entirety.
Section 3102.8.4, "Open signs", is deleted in its entirety.

Chapter 32, '"Construction in the Public
deleted in its entirety.

Right-of-way'", is

Section
follows:

3408.2, "Applicability", is amended to read as

3408.2 Applicability: Structures existing prior to August
30, 1994 in which there is work involving additions,
alterations, or changes of occupancy, shall be made to
conform to the requirements of this section or the
provisions of Sections 3403.0 through 3407.0.

The provisions in sections 3408.2.1 through 3408.2.5 shall
apply to existing occupancies that will|continue to be, or
are proposed to be, in Use Groups A, B, |E, F, M, R and S.
These provisions shall not apply to buildings with
occupancies in Use Group H or I.

ection 3. State Law and Regulations. In all matters that are
egulated by the law of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania or by
egulations of departments or agencies of the Commonwealth
romulgated by authority of law, such laws or regulations, or
ther ordinances of the Township of Marion, as the case may be,
hall control where the requirements thereof |are the same as or
in excess of the provisions of this ordinance. The code shall
ontrol in all cases where the State requirements, or the
equirements of other ordinances of this Township, are not as
trict as those contained in this ordinance.

ection 4. Provisions to be Continuation of Existing

egulations. The provisions of this ordinande so far as they are
he same as those of ordinances and/or codes |in force immediately
rior to the enactment of this ordinance, are intended as a
ontinuation of such ordinances and codes and not as new
nactments. The provisions of this ordinanced shall not affect

ny act done or liability incurred, nor shall

they affect any

uit or prosecution pending or to be institutled to enforce any
ight, penalty or liability or to punish an gffense under the

uthority of any of the repealed ordinances;
r legal right or remedy of any character be
ffected by this ordinance.

ection 5. Severability.

8

If any sentence, dlause,
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lost, impaired or

section, or




part of this ordinance is for any reason foun
unconstitutional, illegal, or invalid, such 11
illegality, or invalidity shall not affect ot
remaining provisions, sentences, clauses, se¢
this ordinance. It is hereby declared as the
of Supervisors of Marion Township that this o
been adopted had such unconstitutional, illeg
sentence, clause, section, or part thereof no
herein.

Section 6. Repealer. Ordinance No. 1994-2 o
Berks County, Pennsylvania which adopted by r
National Building Code, Twelfth Edition 1993
ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict
repealed.

Section 7. Effective Date. This ordinance s
cffective five days after the date of its ens
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